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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—As it is no uncommon thing for a 
correspondent to introduce himself to his readers, 
by way of throwing light on his observations, I will 


merely observe, that I was educated in the belief of 


a particular election, everlasting punishment of the 
finally impenitent, &c. &c. Having arrived, how- 
ever, to years of maturity, I have formed the habit 
of thinking for myself on all those subjects on 
which men are so apt to differ. The result of which 
is, that I am not attached to any party, either in re- 
ligion or politics, for when I compare my own sen- 
timents with the tenets of any sect, 1 find myself to 
differ in several points from all. The doctrine ad- 
vanced by those who style themselves Universalists, 
I should, however, embrace in all essential points, 
were it not for certain difficulties which I honestly 
profess to find, and which have hitherto prevented 
me from feeling a firm belief in the final salvation 
of all mankind. These objections are founded 


partly on mere reasonings of my own, and partly 
on several texts, nay, whole chapters, in the Scrip- 
tures, and my object in penning these lines is to 
elicit some remarks which may remove those diffi- 


culties, if capable of being removed. 

And First—Supposing it to be unequivocally de- 
clared in Scripture, that God will pardon sin with- 
out any repentance or faith on our part, as there 
required ; and supposing it not only the belief, but 
a matter as well known as our own existence, that 
ineffable felicity is the lot of every man after death ; 
Will this belief infallibly produce holiness of heart 
and life? The many instances we know of people 
having this belief, and yet living licentious lives, 
will be a sufficient apology for my taking for grant- 
ed an answer in the negative. Then, without stop- 
ping to notice how this concession contradicts the 
Scripture, where it is said that faith has a purify- 
ing, a sanctifying effect, upon the heart and life, I 
merely ask, Why then should the spread of the gos- 
pel have been so great an object with its Author 
and his apostles, if its promulgation, and a belief in 
its doctrines, affect men only in this life, and are not 
essential to salvation, in the sense in which they are 
believed to be essential by the prevailing denomi- 
nations of Christians? To have these objections 
fully and satisfactorily answered, would, I confess, 
carry me a considerable step towards Universalism ; 
but there would still remain some others which I 
will briefly state. caNDIDUS. 

(To be Continued.) 
REMARKS. 

The interrogatories commencing the second pa- 

tagraph of Candidus’ communication. are most cer- 





tainly of consequence in the mind of every rational 
being ; but to him who is unable to see clearly into 
God’s purposes, and understand their nature and 
consistency as regards the relative condition of man 
with man, and with God his Maker and Judge, they 
are of momentous importance ; and without pro- 
per guidance both in investigating and deciding the 
subject, may prove real stumblingblocks in the way 
to knowledge. That we may discuss this subject 
properly and profitably, the following, as prelimi- 
naries, is respectfully recommended to the unpre 
judiced consideration of Candidus. 

First—The final condition and state of man, de- 
pends upon himself, or upon his Maker. This must 
be admitted. For, if you make the destiny of man 
to fluctuate between his own disposition and exer- 
tions, and the disposition and exertions of his Ma- 
ker, and neither doing any thing effectually, distinct 
from the other, you, of necessity, make man the 
sport of contingency, and instead of erring on the 
side of fatalism, lose yourself in the other extreme, 
and wander in the wilds of chance. The terms 
Creator, and creature, sguificantly point out the 
proper course, and afford the true definition of 
God and man. There can be but two causes to 
assign for God’s neglecting the work of his hands. 
Namely—indifference to his work, and ignorance 
No rational 
mind can admit either; but must consider them, 


of the consequences of his work. 


alike, derogatory to the character of God, whethe: 
his wisdom or goodness aire concerned. Conse- 
quently, God knew, from the beginning, the conse- 
quence which would result from all his works. This 
knowledge was his purpose from the beginning. 
And this purpose is, and will be, the final destiny 
of allhis works. If this is objected to, the objec- 
tion must be accountable for the absurd conclusion, 
that God had no end in view. Thatur “drewa 
bow at a venture,” and then watched the circum- 
stances arising out of the consequences which fol 
lowed, and, when able, availed himself of them to 
suit his uncertain purposes! We have no hesita 
tion in saying, that a denial of the foregoing premises 
will place any man on untenable ground. That he 
will be obliged to shift and equivocate, and by pue 
rile sophistry consume his timé in evading reason 
and escaping from argument, instead of advancing 
an inch in rational inquiry. There is a position 
which we lay down as infallible. Namely—Reason 
and Rerelation co hand in hand; and you cannot 
outrage one without doing violence to the other. 
We know very well that there are religionists who 
consider reason as a convertible term for infidelity. 
Men who irtrench themselves behind nonsensical 
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phrases; and, when assailed with reason, Scripture, 
or common sense, defend themselves with anathe- 
mas. Men of this description prefer brimstone to 
irgument, and are safe from all the assaults of rea- 
son or Common sense. 

Second—The final condition and state of man, 
on the Creator, as the greater, and 


must depend wy 


not upon the creature, who is the least. Causes 
and their consequences have an affinity, W hich not 
only hold good with respect to their nature, but to 
their extent 


produce 


Causes, to us, apparently small, may 
creat effects. But, unless the effects are 
commensurate with the cause, and vice versa, the 
laws of affinity are outraged, and man has no guide 
to knowledge. 


and limited powers of perception and understanding, 


The imperfection of human vision, 


will account for man’s ignorance of causes, and the 
difficulties which he may find in investigating their 
effects. 


next, he 


In this mode of being man must belteve— 


int can see! 
evid 


But, to believe without 


ence is impossible. An assent to a proposition 


wre from an agonized victim upon a rack, is but 
wn cffort to escape from evil. So is the pretended 
belief of millions, who have made their confessions 
when fear impelled them, and whose only motive 
was to escape the evil which threatened, instead of 
obtaining any good in prospect, which invited them. 
That our faith must be compatible with reason, is 
evident, both from the constitution of things, and 
the declaration of God, by his prophet—* Come, 
and let us reason together,” is the invitation; and 
we are assured, that the consequence shall be, that 
our “sins, though as scarlet and crimson, shall be 
as wool and as snow.” Therefore, the only reason 
which can be assigned why men do not view them- 
selves in this light, as regards the disposition of 
Deity towards them, is, for the simple reason, that 
they do not reason! It is perfectly rational to sup- 
pose that God, asa great, wise, and good being, 
does not harbour resentment against man, the work 
of his hand, and who, compared with his Maker, is 
It is 
likewise reasonable to suppose that God’s purposes 
relative to man are good. That they will be ac- 


But those who do not reason, do not 


like the flower of the grass which perisheth. 


complished, 
know God; consequently, do not put their trust in 
uim. They are alike ignorant of his character and 
purposes, and tender a forced worship, the creature 
of their fears, instead of a reasonable service, pro- 
ceeding from gratitude and love ! 

Third—God’s purposes must have the happiness 
or misery of his creatures for their ultimate object. 
Consequently, if God is unchangeable, no merit nor 
demerit on the part of his creatures can change his 
mind, nor alter his original design or disposition 
toward them. This is perfectly compatible with 
reason. For God knew when he created man how 
he would conduct, and being of one mind, so that 
none can turn him, he would be as likely to damn, 
with endless wretchedness, the creature, at the first 
moment of existence, as at any subsequent period; 
and for the unanswerable reason, that God is un- 
‘ changeable, and his purposes unalterable! I it is 
objected—Man alters, and, by his wickedness, justi- 





fies God in making him endlessly miserable. We 
answer—God did not make man to be endlessly 
miserable; and ne knew when he made him thar 
man would sin; consequently, man cannot be made 
the subject of endless misery, without God changes ; 
alters his original plan, and gives the preference t 
endless misery over endless happiness. If it is pos. 
sible for a good and wise Being to prefer endless 
misery to endless happiness, then it is possible that 
God will make man endlessly miserable, aud cer- 
tain too, that he never designed any thing else fo; 
him. 

We tender the above preliminaries to the world 
of mankind; and leave them to the mercy of all 
our religious opponents, piedging ourselves to de 
fend them against all and every attack that can bi 
made against them, which savours of Scripture, 
reason, or COoInMmON sense. 

We now notice, in their order, the mterrogatovies 
of Candicdus. 
tion. “ Supposing,” &c. 
that, if the “ Scripture unequivocally declares that 


His first quere is founded on supposi- 
Candiduas will recollect, 


God will pardon sin, without any repentance os 
faith on our part,” &c. one of three things must be 
admitted— 

First, The Scripture declares the truth. 

Second, The truth will not produce holiness ¢ 
heart and life. 

Thisd, Those who pretend to believe this truti: 
and do not live correspondingly with the fruth pr: 
tended to be believed, do not believe it. 

We shall, First, prove that the Scriptures do un 
equivocally declare this truth. 

Second, That a belief of it will produce a corres 
ponding * holiness of heart and life.” 

Third, Answer the objections of our correspond 
ent. 

First, 


out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as 


The Scripture declares, “ J have blotted 
cloud, thy sins: refurn unto me, for J have redeem 
Sing, O heavens; for the Lord hath don 


ed thee. 
We think it unnecessary to in 


it,” Isa. xliv. 22. 
form Candidus that the words redemption and pa) 
The 


doning, are a synonyma. unlearned reader, 


by examining the passage quoted, will find tha 


“blotting out sin,” and redeeming, ave used a 
The phraseology is very stri- 


convertible terms. 
king. Transgression and sin are compared to a 
thick cloud. God declares that he has “ redeemed” 
man. How? Ans. By “ blotting oud their sins.” 
How are sins blotted out? Ans. “I will be merci 


ful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their 


iniquities will | remember no more.” Heb. viii. 12 
“I will forgive their iniquity, and will remember 
their sins no more.” Jer. xxxi. 34. “ Thou wilt cast 
all their sins into the depths of the sea. Thou wilt 
perform the truth to Jacob, the mercy to Abraham, 
which thou hast sworn to our fathers.” Micah vii. 
19, 20. 

We ask one plain question—Do the words, “ Re- 
turn unto me, for J have redeemed thee,” mean, 
If you will return unto me, J will redeem you ? And 
the words “ J have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy 
transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins,” 


ar 


Gut A SCRE EIN TOM Agena 





mean, /f 





m, 


nd 
hy 











THE GOSPEL HERALD. 50 











ou will repent (return,) T will (in future,) blot out 


our transgressions 2? With a view, however, to af- 
ford the objection every possible chance for success, 
we will uppose that the future tense was intended, 
Then, the 


vyllowing question occurs—If God will blot out sin, 


ind that the phraseology is mcorrect. 


redeem man, when man refurns, wiil not that 


7 
e come, when man, in the aggregate, will re- 


un 
un? Ifthe Scriptures are true, this time ts com- 
for we read, * 41] the ends of th world shall 


Wi 


and turn unto the Lord,” &c. shall, 


emem be? 


however, stick to the text. The ground of faith 

repentance is, that Ged has blotted out our sins, 

Nu Considering it superfluous to say more on tits 
particular, we pass to our 

Second proposition, That a belief of thts truth 


will preduce a corresponding holiness of heart and 


tite Please 


sition: A belief that God will not pardon sin, with- 


to examine the reverse of this propo- 


out repentance, Xe. and that the lot of every man 


ifter death will be miserable beyond description, 
will infallibly produce holiness of heart and life ! 
We ask—Will the prospect of endless mis: ry awa- 
God, 


Or will fear—a slavish fear, produce 


ken gratitude and love to for the miserv 
threatened ? 
holiness of heart and life? We venture the asser- 
zion, and challenge contradiction, that fi ar never 
made a Christian! 


vet Fear will make hypocrites 


ind cowards! Candidus would appeal to facts, as 
ollows—* The many instances we know of peoy le 
having this belief, (Universalism,) and yet living 
licenttous lives, will be a sufficient apology for my 
taking for granted an answer in the negative.” Can- 
jidus takes two things for granted. But we do not 
idmit that believers in God’s universal goodness 


lead licentious lives. This remains to be proved. 
he denial of some of the errors of the day, and 
belief of the truth, are two things. We, however, 
What will you 
the 


the doctrines of Calvin, Hopkins, and Arminius ? 


will put this objection to the test. 

io with the doctrines, designated by names of 
Or, if you please, any religious sect under heaven. 
Will you contend that it is proof that the doctrines 
they pretend to believe are false, because they are 
not so good men as they pretend to be? A man’s 
sipee rity, and the doctrine or religion he pretends to, 
are two things. That the doctrine of God’s univer- 
sal love is net licentious in its tendency, we prove 
is follows—* For the grace of God that bringeth 
salvation to aut men hath appeared, teaching us, 
(mark this. Teaching us,) that, denying ungodli- 
ness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righ- 
teously, and godly, in this present world ; looking 
for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of 
the great God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ; who 
gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
Paul 


says, “I beseech you, therefore, brethren, by the 


people, zealous bf good works.” Titus ii. 


nercies of God, that you present your bodies a living 
sacriftce, holy, acceptable unto God, your reasona- 
ble service.” Rom. xii. 
It is undeniably true, that a belief in a doctrine of 
“endless misery, as a punishment for sins committed 


in this life, will, in a great measure, restrain the man 
from sin. A contrary supposition would be absurd. 
Indeed, it would be absolutely impossible for any 
man to sin, while his mind was filled with the tre- 
mendous conviction that endless wretchedness (a 
: The 


man who would subject himse!f to be imprisoned in 


horrible idea.) would be the price of his sin 


a dungeon during his natural life, for a rotten apple, 
would certainly act more rational than that man 
who would risk the endless well-beine of his soul, 
for all the possessions which this world contains! 
But you will please to remember, this brim 
stone for ever is for ow neighhours! Every in has 


! With th 


wtures, more sincere t} 


» salvo for himself! exception of te 


poor C1 in their teachers, and 
who have given evidence of the 


nd n 


which it has produced, no m 


sincerity of ther 


faith, by the insanity ntal wret 
in belteves it!!! 


hbsurdity, to the last extreme, to pretend toa belix 


of this inexpressibly tremendous doctrine, and co 
duct as mankind do. Yea, as our celebrated and 
ove rgrown pious doctors of divinity conduct. What! 
Will any man have the face to pretend that he 


lieves endless misery will be his portion for wron 


doing, and, at the same time, live in the commis 


of sin and iniquity? What, we ask, is the duty re 
quired ? Is it less than a perfect love of God and 


No! Not will be taken 


from the requisition to accommodate any 


our neighbour ¢ an iota 
pharis 
living! Let the wretches who are basking in afflu 
ence, and rioting in abundance, in sight of their 
brethrens’ miseries, and who pretend to this faith, 
fathom their hell! Let 


them know, that their denunciations against others 


measure their duties, and 
if there is any truth in their statements, will rebound 


against themselves ; and that vengeance, in flames 


thunders and fire, awaits them from an incensed and 
terrific God! Long faces—long prayers—and lony 
salaries—may deceive ministers «cid people; but 
“ He that sitteth in the Heavens shall lauch, the 
Lord shall have them in derision,” Psa. ii. 

God alone can convince Candidus of the effect 
of faith upon the heart and life of men, by making 
him acquainted with his “ loving-kindness and ten- 
der mercies,” and awakening in him a gratitud: 
commensurate with the blessings of his salvation 
Let Candidus, however, recollect, that it is his duty 
And, that when 
he arrives at this leve,(and no other will pass th: 


to love his neighbour as himself. 


ordeal,) in proportion as he has gratitude for his own 
security and hope, will gratitude rise in his bosom, 
and swell to the enormous magnitude of embracing, 


In 


be as 


in the arms of universal charity, all mankind. 


fine, under these circumstances, he would 
vrateful to God for his netghbour’s salvation as for 
his own. For ourselves, we trust we can say in sin 

cerity, that a knowledge, and consequent belief, ot 
faith, in God’s universal goodness, which shall b 

effectual, in his own best time and manner, in res- 
toring to holiness and happiness, all mankind, is the 
realest incentive to a course of duty toward God 
and man, that ever influenced our conduct, or gov- 


erned our actions. Let it likewise be remembered, 





that we, live under a firm conviction, strengthened 
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by observation, by reason, by Scripture, and by ex- 
perience, that holiness and happiness are cause and 
consequence. That sin will always produce suffer- 
ing, and inevitably mar the happiness of man, in 
this present mode of being. A consideration of this 
part of our subject, introduces the objection of Can- 
didus, as follows— 

“Why then, should the spread of the Gospel 
have been so great an object with its divine Author 
and his apostles, if its promulgation, and a belief in 
its doctrines, affect men only in this life, and are not 
essential to salvation, in the sense in which they are 
believed to be essential by the prevailing denom- 


” We answer—“ Gad so 


inations of Christians ? 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotton Son, 
that whosoever belieyeth_in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” Again, “ Life and im- 
mortality are brought to light by the Gospel.” The 
Gospel is good news. Of what? Ans. That our sins 
are blotted out as a cloud! That “ God 
Christ reconciling the world unto himself, not im- 
puting their trespasses unto them.” And the pro- 
phet says, “ Blessed is the man unto wham the Lord 
imputeth not sin.” It isa knowledge of this sub- 
lime truth, that fills the mind with peace, and the 


was in 


soul rests secure upon the promises, not for itself 
alone, but for the brethren, all mankind! It was, 
indeed, an instance of unbounded love, which indu- 
ced our heavenly Father to send his Son, to send 
ihe news, “ the Gospel of our salvation,” to “ bring 
life and immortality to light,” and thus to accom- 
plish his purposes of love, and “in the dispensation 
of the fulness of times to gather together in one, all 
things in Christ.” This is perfectly reasonable, 
when we consider, that God, “ who spared not his 
own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall 
he not with him also freely give us all things.” For 
ourselves, we must say, that we are astonished at the 
question, respecting the apostle’s earnestness to pro- 
mulgate these “glad tidings.” We conceive it to 
be impossible for any man to believe this Divine 
truth, without putting his candle inthe house, ‘hat 
it may give light to all. They, in an especial man- 
ner, were commissioned by their Lord and Master, 
to testify of his resurrection, on the truth of which 
is predicated the resurrection and future glory of a 
sinful world. It is the continual cry of liberal minds, 
who have not arrived to the faith of Jesus Christ, 
that this is “ loo good news to be true!” But, alas! 
for blinded man. Bad news—sad tidings—are 
proclaimed with more pleasure, than “ good tidings 
of great joy, which shall be to all people.” The 
apostles imitated their Maker. He “ doth not af- 
flict willingly, nor grieve the children of men.” 
They received with the prophet, a Divine commis- 
sion—“ Say among the heathen, The Lord reign- 
eth; the world also shall be established, that it shall 
not be moved. He shall judge the people righteous- 
ly,” (mercifully !) 

“ For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ of whom the whole family 
in heaven and earth is named, that he would grant 
you, according to the riches of his glory, to be 
strengthened with might, by his Spirit in the inner 





man ; that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith : 
that ye being rooted and grounded in love, may be 
able to comprehend with al. saints, what is the 
breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to 
know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, 
that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. 
Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abun- 
dantly above all that we ask or think, according to 
the power that worketh in us, unto him be glory in 
the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, 
world without end. Amen.” 


(To be continued.) 


i -— 
From the (London) Universal Theo. Magazine. 
THE KING OF PRUSSIA. 

A divine who had more respeet for the characte: 
of the Deity and the supreme and rational emi- 
nence of his own nature, than to breathe eternity 
of torment for temporary crimes, many of which 
bear in themselves severe temporal as well as spirit- 
ual chastisement ; acquainted his congregation that 
he conscientiously disbelieved irrevocable, ceaseless, 
never-ending punishment, but that he would admit 
one hundred years heavy future infliction for every 
twelve months of dissipated irreligious conduct in 
this life. Having preached with honest liberal 
zeal to this purpose, a number of gloomy zealots, 
who would not suffer the idea of a smiling provi- 
dence, reprobated his discourse. 

A sovereign German prince (the king of Prussia) 
well known far uncommon expansion of mind, 
especially in matters of religion, having heard that 
the clergyman just mentioned was excluded by the 
over heated part of his flock from admission to per- 
formance of his functional duty, the sensible prince 
ordered him free admission to his parochial pulpit. 

On his first appearance therein under such irre- 
sistible authority, the church was crowded, and a 
most excellent sermon ensued, but not containing 
any apology for, or renunciation of, the new, and to 
them obnoxious doctrine, he had broached, they 
were so outrageous, that they used the arm of flesh, 
accompanied with many opprobiovs terms against 
their spiritual guide as an apostate, heretic, and 
every thing abominable. 

This being related to the monarch, he sent for 
the parson, and told him, “Sir, you are a man of 
liberal and valuable talents, unfortunately connect 
ed with the most uncontrolable mulish people, 
erroneous by hereditary prejudices, and obstinate 
by natural composition; go back, compromise the 
matter, and since they are so fond of sulphurious 
ideas, let them know they have my free consent, 
and you may add yours, if they like, to be damned 
to all elernity.” 

—<>— 
APHORISMS. 


He that talks a great deal about his religion and 
holiness, is likely to take it out in talking. He 
that does all the good he can, and leaves it to the 
stranger to praise him, is a wise man. Therefore, 
do all the good you can, and say nothing about it. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
LAW AND GOSPEL. 
(Concluded from page 46.) 


I shall now attempt to draw a line of distinction 
iy, as the thunder and darkness of Sinai, and the 
ind the blessings of Gerizim. 

The law (as to the effect of the letter,) is death, 
ind damnation. 

The law is universal death. 

God, through the iaw, as seen on Mount Sinai, 
surrounded with fire and smoke, appears angry. 


The law operates by coercion and fear. 
The law hath a demand of large arrears. 


The law hath, in its letter, a killing power, but no 
power to save. 

The law is a spirit of bondage to fear. 

The law requires perfection, but gives no assist- 
ince to perform. 

The law, once broken, will not accept of the very 
luties it requires. 

The law requires duties, on pain of death. 

The law was servitude, or Hager and her son who 
were cast out. 

The law was of works and performances. 

The law, with its condemning force, is known by 
ommon experience. 

The natural man may preach the law—the law 
makes a preacher of damnation. 
Therefore 


they that are under the law prophesy in sackcloth. 


The law requires a dead sacrifice. 


The law made nothing perfect, but the bringing 
in of a better hope. 


By the law no one could be justified. 
The law, like the blood ov: Abel, cries for ven- 


gceance, 


The law presents a flaming sword, as an emblem 
of destruction. 

By this sword of the Lord the nations of the earth 
were slain. 

By the law is the knowledge of sin, and death, 


Under the law, judgment passed upon all men to 
condemnation. 

By the law, all were dead. 

The law entered, that the offence might abound. 


Sin hath reigned unto death, by the law. 


By the law, we have all been under servitude and 


bondage. 


The law was given on Mount Sinai, in a deseyt 
wilderness. 

The quaking of Mount Sinai when the law was 
given, the fire, the smoke, and the loud sound of 
the trumpet, filled the camp of Israel with terror : 
SO it is with those that are yet ynder the law, in the 
wilderness. 


The smoke of Mount Sinai ascended up like a 


betwixt Law and Gospel; which differ as material 
fair beaming glory of Zion. Or the curses of Ebal 
The Gospel is life, and peace. 


The Gospel is a universal door of hope. 

The Gospel shows God, not unreconciled, but 
the same to-day, yesterday, and for ever—reconci 
ling the world unto himself. 

The Gospel draws to obedience, by the bands ot 
love. 

The Gospel is a full discharge, with a gift of fine 
linen, white and clean. 

The Gospel hath a quickening, life-giving power, 
but no power to damn. 

The Gospel, a spirit of love, and a sound mind. 

The Gospel requires perfection, and works in us 
to will and to do. 

The Gospel is forgiving grace. 


The Gospel beseeches us to be reconciled to God 

The Gospel is the free woman, the New-Jerusa 
lem—the mother of us all. 

The Gospel is, Believe, and thou shalt be saved. 

The Gospel is known only by Divine illumina 
tion. 


Grace makes a Gospel preacher of salvation. 


The Gospel requires living sacrifices, holy and 
acceptable to God, and they walk with him in white. 

The Gospel is calculated to warn every man, and 
teach every man in all wisdom, that every man may 
be presented perfect in Christ Jesus. 

The Gospel is the power of God unto salvation. 

The Gospel speaks peace by the blood of the 
cross, for by it there is obtained eternal redemption 
for us. 

The Gospel presents an olive branch, as an em- 
blem of peace and love. 

Jesus Christ, by the Gospel, is the Tree of Life, 
whose leaves were for the healing of the nations. 

Life and immortality are brought to light by the 
Gospel. 

Under the Gospel, the free gift came upon all 
men to the justification of life. 

In Christ Jesus, all shall be made alive. 

The Gospel entered, that grace might much more 
abound. 

By the Gospel, grace shall reign through righte 
ousness, unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. 

But he that gave his life for the world, shall cause 
his ransomed to return with songs, and everlasting 
joy upon their heads, 

The Gospel went forth from Jerusalem, the be 
loved city. 

Those that have entered the promised land, un 
der te spiritual Joshua, have entered into rest; 
and the goodness of the land of Canaan is before 
them, flowing with milk and honey. 





Those that worship the living God, and have hi 
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furnace: soit is with those that worship the beast, 
or his image ; the smoke of their torment, the fears 
vf fire and brimstone, ascendeth up day and night. 


The substance of the law is, do, or die ! 


Christ’s mission to his disciples has been mista- 
ken by many. “Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the Gospel,” or disciple every creature ; 
“ He that believeth, and is baptized, shall be saved ; 
and he that believeth not, shall be damned.” The 
meaning is, He that believeth, shall arise from that 
state of damnation, in which he is already under by 
the law ; but he that believeth not, shall remain in 
that state of damnation in which the Gospel found 
him. The apostles were to carry good news, and 
preach glad tidings of great joy to all people. Dam- 
nation was not included in their mission ; therefore, 
he that preacheth damnation is not a Gospel preach- 
er. The priests of the New Covenant were to be 
clothed with salvation. 'The reason why the Gos- 
pel of Christ is not generally embiaced, is, because 
God's character is misrepresented, and Gospel calls 
are sent forth in legal dress. Damnation and sal- 
vation are intermixed ; and the multitude not being 
able to extract the one from the other, the whole is 


rejected, 


name, and the name of the city, which is Love, 
written in their foreheads, have passed beyond the 
region of doubts and fears, and are prepared to sing 
the song of Moses and the Lamb. 

The substance of the Gospel is, Love, and liv: 
for ever! Praise ye the Lord. 

But is the law fulfilled, and done away? Th 
ceremonial law of types and sacrifices is finished, 
and passed away. Hath not Christ fulfilled the 
moral law, so that Christians are no longer under jt 
as a rule of life? No! He fulfilled it for himself. 
and it must be fulfilled in every one of his mem- 
bers, for it is eternal and unchangeable as the coy. 
ernment of God, and heaven and earth shall sooner 
pass away, than he will permit one jot or one titth 
of the law to fail. What then has the apostle re- 
ference to, when he saith, “ We are not under thy 
law, but under grace 2?” We are not under the law, 
as a covenant of works, for life and justification, but 
under grace. 

“The office of a minister of Christ, is to bear the 
radiant torch of Gospel light into the darkened 
porch of human understanding, and display the Gos 
pel dawn of everlasting day.” 


S. M. ROSE 
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From the (London) Universal Theo. Magazine. 
SKETCH OF THE MEMOIRS OF 
PHILIP MELANCTHON, 
ONE OF THE CELEBRATED GERMAN REFORMERS. 

In detailing the Lives of Wickliff and Luther we 
have traced the first rise of that reformation to 
which we are chiefly indebted for the knowledge and 
virtue diffused throughout the world. Previous to 
this period the earth had been covered for ages 
with a more than Egyptian darkness. The lamp 
of revelation was nearly extinguished. Reason, 
emphatically styled the candle of the Lord, was 
banished from the concerns of religion. Tyranny 
of the grossest and mest palpable kind had extended 
its empire over the consciences of mankind. But 
by the magnanimous interference of the characters 
already mentioned, the human race were rescued 
from their bondage, and introduced into that glori- 
ous liberty which belongs to the children of God. 

In all the great events which have happened on the 
theatre of the world, we may discern a difference 
in the degree of exertion necessary for the accom- 
plishment of them. Some are for taking the lead ; 
tormed by nature and inured by habit, they are in- 
clined to brave the storm; whilst another class 
shun the more turbulent scenes, but are supposed to 
aid the grand catastrophe with the most unaffected 
sincerity. Of the former cast may be reckoned 
Wickliff and Luther; each of them equally useful 
in their day and generation: of the latter descrip- 
tion may be reckoned Philip Melancthon, the sub- 
ject of the present Memoir. His talents were great, 
his zeal considerable, and even his exertions were 
entitled to considerable praise. But mild in his 
temper and disposition, he by more gentle means 
promoted the great cause of the Reformation. 





Puitre MeLtanctrHon was born at Bretten, in 
the palatine of the Rhine, Feb. 16, 1497. Thy 
place of his nativity furnished him with the first 
elements of education, though he was afterwards 
sent to Pfortsheim, where he became acquainted 
with Reuchlin, who proved a great friend to him. 
Having been at the University of Heidelburg, his 
rapid improvement there was an extraordinary cir- 
cumstance for his years. At fourteen years of age 
he was entrusted with the tuition of the sons of the 
Count of Leonstein; but even previous to this pe- 
riod, he had written a comedy, the entire produc- 
tion of his own mind. Indeed such were the natu- 
ral talents and vast acquirements of this celebrated 
character, that Erasmus, the most competent judge 
of the age, made this exclamation concerning him, 
“ Good God! what hopes may we not conceive of 
Philip Melancthon, who, although very young, and 
almost a boy, is equally to be admired for his know- 
ledge of both languages! What quickness of in- 
vention! what purity of diction! what vastness of 
memory! what modesty and gracefulness of be- 
haviour !” 

Leaving Heidelburg he went to Tubingen, where 
he read lectures on Virgil, Terence, Cicero, and 
Livy, during a period of five years. In 1518 he 
accepted the professorship of Greek in the Univer- 
sity of Wittemberg, which was given him, upon the 
recommendation of Reuchlin, by the Elector oi 
Saxony. Here he became intimate with Luther, 
about fourteen years older than himself, for whom 
he entertained the greatest veneration. 

In the year 1520 the lectures he read on Paul’s 
Epistle to the Romans were so much approved by 
Luther, that he advised their publication, and even 
accompanied them with a preface, in which oceu! 
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streng expressions of approbation. The labours of 


Melancthon began now to be greatly multiplied. 
He wrote many books, and visited many churches. 


He 


divines of Paris, who had condemned hin. 


defended Luther against the 
But 


the greatest task imposed upon bim at this period 


also resolutely 


was the drawing up of the Augsburg Confession, 
presented to the Emperor at the Diet in that city. 
This famous confession contains twenty-eight 
chapters, twenty-one of which represented the re- 
livious opinions of the protestants; the remaining 
seven exposed the errors of popery. The matter 
was furnished by Luther, but the style was Melanc- 
thon’s, remarkable for its elegance and perspicuity. 
It was read before the Diet, and produced a lasting 
impression on the audience. Mosheim indeed re- 
marks, “The princes heard it with the deepest 
attention; it confirmed some in the principles they 
had embraced, surprised others, and many who be- 
fore this time had little or no idea of the religious 
sentiments of Luther, were now not only convinced 
but were, moreover, delighted with their purity and 
simplicity.” 

The pacific temper of Melancthon was the sub- 
ect of general admiration, and he was therefore a 


But 


violent of both sides shut their ears against 


proper person to promote an accommodation. 
the 
every thing of the kind. 


‘they ought to desert all the churches, and threat- 


One Illyricus exclaimed, 
ened an insurrection rather than bear a surplice !” 
And thus a Jesuite, with a similar disposition, de- 
lared that “they would not put out one wax taper, 
Me- 


incthon, however was not thus minded, for his 


‘hough it were to convert all the Hugonots.” 


nother once asking him what she must believe 
midst so many disputes, and repeating to him her 


ravers, 


which had nothing in them of superstition, 
‘Go on, mother,” said he, “ to believe and pray, as 
ou have done, never troubling yourself about con- 


. "7 
roversiles. 


This advice, understood with proper 
limitations, is deserving of being written in letters 
if gold. 

His moderation was so judiciously exercised on 
every occasion, that both Francis the First and 
Henry the Eighth were desirous of seeing him; 

ut he saw neither of them, certain circumstances 
wose which prevented his leaving Germany. Con- 
ferences about religion occupied a great portion of 
his time—for this plain reason—he devoutly wished 
that all contention might cease, and that there might 
ve an universal diffusion of peace and purity. 

In 1539, Melancthon was present at an assem- 
bly of protestant princes, held in Frankfort, con- 
cerning the best mode of effecting a reformation. 
He also assisted in a similar assembly at Worms, 
when he disputed with Eccius about original sin. 
Some time after this, at another conference, Eccius, 
having proposed a puzzling sophism to Melancthon, 
he paused, and said, that “he would give him an 
answer the next day.” On wuich his opponent 
immediately represented to him the disgrace of re- 
quiring so long atime. But Melancthon honestly 
replied, Mi doctor! non quero meam gloriam hoc 
in negatio sed veritatem—“ My dear Sir, truth, and 





not my own glory, is what I seek in the present 
> Would to God that all disputants were 
influenced by the same noble spirit; then half of 





business.” 


our present controversies would be no more, and 
the remaining topics of dispute would be discussed 
with modesty and humility. The angry and liti 

gious controversalist is a hateful character; he has 
proved the pest of the religious world. 

After various other labours, all tending to pro 
mote that object that lay near his heart—the peace 
and prosperity of the church of Christ—he died at 
Wittemberg, 1560, in the sixty-fourth year of his 
He was buried near Luther, in the church 
belonging to that place. 


age. 
Every suitable token ot 
respect was paid to his memory. 

Melancthon, having married in 1520, had two 
sons and two daughters; and seems to have been 
exceedingly happy in his family. Bayle tells us 
the following anecdote—A Frenchman found him 
one day holding a book in one hand, and rocking 
the cradle with the other. Expressing some sur- 
prise at the sight, this amiable divine addressed him 
on the duty of a father, and on the state of faveur 
in which the children are with God; so that the 
stranger went away with an uncommon degree ot 
satisfaction. 

Instead of drawing up a new character for this 
eminent servant of Christ, it will be best to trans 
cribe the Sketch already laid before the public. 
It is delineated with a masterly hand, and carries 
with it strong internal marks of its fidelity. Such 
characters hold forth the most valuable. instructions 
to mankind. 

*“ Meiancthon was a man in whom many good as 
well as great qualities were wonderfully united. He 
had great parts, great learning, great sweetness of 
temper, moderation, contentedness, and the like, 


which would have made him very happy in any 


He 


never afiected dignities or honours, or riches, but 


other times than those in which he lived. 


was rather negligent of all these things. Learning 
was infinitely obliged to him on many accounts ; in 
none more than this, that he reduced almost all the 
sciences, which had been taught in a vague irregu- 
lar manner, into systems. Considering the distrac- 
tions of his life, and the infinity of disputes in 
which he was engaged, it is astonishing how he 
could find leisure to write so many books. Their 
number is prodigious, insomuch that it was thought 
necessary to publish a chonological catalogue of 
them in 1582. His moderation was across to him, 
for he was like a lamb in the midst of wolves! It 
not only exposed him to all kinds of slander, but 
would not suffer him to “ answer a fool according to 
his folly.” 


required great tenderness and management, so that 


His constitution was very weak, and 


even Luther, who was hot and zealous, blamed him 
for labouring too hard in the vineyard.” 

It will, however, be recollected, that this spirit of 
moderation for which Melancthon has been blamed, 
dwelt eminently in Jesus Christ and his apostles; 
thus constituting the glory of pure and rational 
Christianity. 
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THE MOUNTAIN IN LABOUR!!! 

The advocates for fire and brimstone, and large 
salaries, in this city, have now in the press an over- 
rrown Tract, entitled “UNIVERSALISM EXPOSED,” 
of nine pages. This priestly production commences 
with an account of the conversion of 'TWO Univer- 
salists—One on the bed of sickness, and the other 
on the bed of death. The last, as usual, in their 
farces, said, “The Universal doctrine answers well 
enough to live by, but it does not suffice for the 
dying hour.” We think this old saying is suscepti- 
ble of criticism. For Hopkinsianism and Calvin- 
ism appear to be the best doctrines to live by, as the 
reverend doctor Gardiner Spring’s salary of $3759 
per annum can testify. This is easily proved. For 
no Universalist ever received half this sum for a 
year’s preaching! Surely it is a good doctrine to 
five by, that will bring a man $3750 per annum, 
exclusive of small change, which, as perquisites, will 
make the sum amount to $4000! How this money- 
making doctrine will do to die by, the cries of the 
widow and fatherless, who are pining in wretched- 
ness within gunshot of these scenes of licentious 
extravagance, can alone determine ! 

Now, be it known unto all men, that we pro- 
nounce this Tract to contain falsehood; and we 
offer the columns of this paper to the writer and 
ibettors of this Tract, to come forward and prove, 
and defend, their statements! And if they do not 
avail themselves of this opportunity, and produce 
the names of the converted Universalists, we shall 
publish (with God’s permission) a Tract in answer 
to this last effort of Pluto’s worshippers; in which 
we shall point out their inconsistencies and absurdi- 
ties, and prove the writer to be guilty of perverting 
the Scriptures, by adding to them; consequently, 
according to his admission, he will have the plagues 
added unto him, that are written in the Book. 

»*, We repeat our offer to the writer of this 
Tract—The columus of this paper are at your ser- 
vice, to defend your Tract. And we call upon you 
to produce the names of your converted Universal- 
ists! And we appeal to the Public, and say, Let them 
be judges between you and us, in this thing, and in 
default of your coming forward, like an honest man, 
to assign you that place in the scale of moral recti- 
tude which your timeserving policy shall justify. 
This is not the first time the columns of this paper 
have been offered. Your story of converted Uni- 
versalists is an old story in a new dress! For one 
conversion of a believer in the Universal Love of 
God, to your miserable hypothesis, we can pro- 
duce one thousand, at a moderate calculation, who 
have abjured your God-dishonouring, soul-destroy- 
ing doctrine, and fled for refuge to “ the God of the 
whole earth.” 

—=— 
HOPKINSIAN ERRORS. 

At a prayer meeting, recently held by members 
of a Hopkinsian church in this city, a member re- 
marked, “ We are the salt of the city. If we con- 
tinue our prayers, there is no doubt but the grace of 
God will descend so copiously as to fill the city, and 
flow into the surrounding country.” At first sight 





there appears to be something extravagant in the 
above remark. But, when we consider that a Hop- 
kinsian’s prayer and faith have no manner of affinity, 
the wonder disappears. These religionists pray, 
“Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven.” Bur 
they do not believe God’s will will ever be done, 
either in earth or heaven. This may appear to be 
a bold assertion, but we appeal to the Scriptures for 
evidence ; and even Dr. Spring says, “from them 
(the Scriptures) there is no appeal.” They assure 
us God’s will is, that “all men shall be saved, and 
come unto the knowledge of the truth.” Now our 
Hopkinsian friends do not believe that all men will 
ever be saved. So far from it, the mere suggestion 
of such an idea, will fill them with wrath. Conse- 
quently, when they pray, “ Thy will be done,” they 
neither believe nor wish that God’s will shall be 
done. It is Dr. Hopkins’s will, they wish to have 
done! Here, however, they must be disappointed, 
for Dr. Hopkins’s will was, that only a part should 
be saved, and a great multitude be made endlessly 
miserable. This was his pleasure. But “God hath 
no pleasure in the death of the sinner.” We read, 
“Without faith it is impossible to please God.” 
And “he that doubteth is damned,” &c. Now the 
Hopkinsians have not faith. They doubt, and con- 
sequently are damned. May the Lord have mercy 
on them. 
=a 
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One of the holy trio, a reverend doctor of divinity, 
in this city, who called upon the public, in the Na- 
tional Advocate of Feb. 3d. 1821, saying, “Come 
forward with ws, then, and let us make anothe: 
effort to obtain for him [Christ,] a greater portion 
of the heathen as his inheritance, and another 
region of the earth for his possession,” was lately 
called upon to pay ten dollars and fifty cents, which 
was due from a member of his family to a mission- 
ary society in this city, for subscriptions of some 
time standing ; and “us”—this man of tongue, RE- 


‘ote—It was certainly a barbarous proceeding 
to demand this great sum from a poor doctor of 
divinity, who receives only about $3000 a year, 
when there are so many rich laymen in his parish, 
who have the enormous income of $500, or $ 1000 
per annum! 


SB <> --f 
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NOTICE. 

The building lately occupied by the members of 
St Luke’s church, on the corner of Hudson and 
Christopher streets, in the village of Greenwich, is 
now in possession of the believers of the Truth. 
This house is open for worship every Tuesday even- 
ing, at eight o'clock, until further arrangements. 
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PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY, AT $2 DOLLARS 
PER ANNUM, AT THE OFFICE OF THE GOSPEL 
HERALD, NO. 67 CHRYSTIE-STREET. 
Payable in advance. 
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